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In 2016, it was identified that the Cape Breton Regional Hospital needed upgraded cardiac care and operating 
room equipment. To properly update the equipment, the cost would be $1,350,000. We asked Cape Breton to step 
up to the plate to help fund this priority equipment and that’s exactly what you did. Every year 11,000 surgical 
procedures are performed at the Cape Breton Regional Hospital and more than 7,000 Cape Bretoners are in need 
of cardiac care. 

Also in 2016, physicians and dentists from across Cape Breton pledged to 
support the Cape Breton Regional Hospital. In 2018, with the leadership of 
a dedicated committee of physicians, led by Dr. Bob Cohen, they surpassed 
their goal raising more than $500,000 in support of excellence in healthcare 
in Cape Breton. 

An astounding 25% of doctors, who were asked to participate, committed 
pledges, much higher than most physician fundraising campaigns. The 
Doctors Care Campaign made the final pledge to complete the Operation Heart Campaign, 
which is able to help more than 18,000 Cape Bretoners a year. In addition to the doctors and dentists of Cape 
Breton, many other special donations came in to support this campaign. A special thank you goes out to: The 
Fishermen of Cape Breton, OTS, The Mako My Day Louisbourg Shark Derby, Father Albert Maroun, Lou Maroun, 
Meco Construction DKI, Jim Sampson Motors and many more who made it possible. 

OPERATION HEART – COMPLETE 
Generous Cape Bretoners have funded $1.35 in Operating Room and Cardiac Care



Alexis Bennett is not yet two years old. She’s beautiful, she’s 
vibrant, and she warms the heart. 

Alexis has also traveled to Halifax more than 70 times in 
less than two years to see medical specialists. That’s 70 
medical visits for health-related reasons. Alexis has Wolf-
Hirschhorn syndrome, which causes many medical issues. 
Alexis has delayed growth and development, 50% hearing, 
low muscle tone, and had frequent seizures. Her severe 
seizures could last between 45 minutes and an hour. 

Alexis and her family have a lot to deal with on a daily basis, 
they shouldn’t have to worry about the costs associated 
with her syndrome. Sue Bennett, Alexis’ Mom, is a 
registered nurse, but she cannot work, she needs to be with 
her daughter, her best friend, her world.  She is able to be 
with her every day, because of our incredible donors.

More than 12 families a month in Cape Breton require 
financial assistance through the Pediatrics TLC Fund. 
Many generous gifts have strengthened healthcare in Cape 
Breton, but the needs are always growing. Generosity is 
infectious, when you give back, you help breathe life into 
your community. Remember that 100% of gifts to the Cape 
Breton Regional Hospital Foundation strengthen healthcare 
in Cape Breton.

ALEXIS IS HEALTHIER, BECAUSE YOU CARE
Pediatrics TLC Fund supports families of children in Cape Breton 

To learn more about how you can support the pediatrics 
TLC Fund, visit: www.becauseyoucare.ca



The Rotary Clubs of Cape Breton have always been community minded. The clubs give back to the community 
through many different means. Over the past three years, the Rotary Clubs of Cape Breton have grown Sydney 
RibFest into THE event of the summer. With thousands of visitors and thousands of pounds of ribs consumed, this 
event is the place to be. 

This year, the Sydney RibFest committee of Rotarians held a formal application process for the charity of choice 
for RibFest 2018. After hearing of the needs of our hospital from Caleb MacArthur’s parents, Mike and Nicole 
MacArthur, and the Foundation staff, a decision was made. They were touched by Caleb’s story and the stories of 
the hundreds of cancer patients using the Cancer Patient Care Fund every year. This group of community-minded 
Rotary members decided that the charities of choice for the 2018 Sydney RibFest would be equally split between 
Caleb’s Courage and the Cancer Patient Care Fund. 

Thanks to the Rotarians, who give of their time, their talents and their heart, thousands of Cape Bretoners will 
benefit from this exciting summer event. 

Join us July 13, 14th and 15th at Open Hearth Park for an event that has heart and, it will stick to your ribs.

A DELICIOUS WAY TO STRENGTHEN HEALTHCARE 
Rotary Clubs of Cape Breton choose Caleb’s Courage and Cancer Patient Care Fund 

as Charity of Choice for Sydney RibFest 2018

Caleb’s Courage and the Cancer Patient Care Fund help people in YOUR community every day.  
To learn more about these funds, visit www.becauseyoucare.ca



Stay connected with the Foundation
Phone: (902) 567-7752 • Fax: (902) 567-7916

45 Weatherbee Rd, Suite 209, Sydney, NS, B1M 0A1

 

     @BecauseUCare        www.becauseyoucare.ca

BE A HEALTHCARE HERO 
Purchase a Healthcare Hero Badge, Help Save Lives!

YOU can be a Healthcare Hero by supporting our Healthcare 
Hero Program. Purchase a Healthcare Hero badge at one of many 
community locations in Cape Breton, and you will be helping to save 
lives at the Cape Breton Regional Hospital.

THE SUPPORT THAT KEEPS THE  
FESTIVAL AFLOAT   
The Cape Breton Island Building & Construction Trades Council Gives 
Back, Because They Care

Jack Wall, the President of the Cape Breton Island Building & Construction 
Trades Council along with Darryl Baxendale, Chairman of the Nova Scotia 
Construction Labour Relations Association, the Unionized Contractors and the 
3,600 men and women who work as part of the Trades Council, all support the 
Cape Breton Unionized Trades Dragon Boat Festival. Every time a piece of pipe is 
fastened, a piece of plywood is placed or sheet metal is cut, these members and 
contractors are giving back. Every member gives a portion of their hourly pay which 
is matched by the Unionized Contractor to help our community in fundraising 
activities which support important events like the Dragon Boat Festival. Jack and 
Darryl, along with the members and contractors, know the importance of supporting 
the Cape Breastoners, Special Olympics Cape Breton and the Cape Breton 
Regional Hospital Foundation’s Cancer Patient Care Fund. In fact, many members 
of the council and contractors have family and friends who were diagnosed with 
cancer just last year. Some members were even diagnosed themselves. If not for 
the amazing work these members and contractors do, and the joint effort between 
the Trades Council and the Unionized Contractors, the Dragon Boat Festival would 
not exist. The commitment by the Cape Breton Island Building and Construction 
Trades Council and the Unionized Contractors enables co-chairs, Cyril MacDonald 
and Natalie Paris, along with their entire volunteer committee, to make this event 
a reality. When you dip your paddles in the water this summer, during the Cape 
Breton Unionized Trades Dragon Boat Festival, remember that 3,600 members and 
the unionized contractors worked hard to ensure this event could take place.

To learn how your business can support the Healthcare Hero Program, call us: 902-567-7752


